
How can I support my child? 
 

It is important that children’s learning habits get off to a good start.  In school, we will 

establish and maintain a routine to meet all children’s needs and promote curiosity, 

engagement and success.  Below, I have shared some ideas and resources that I hope 

you will find helpful to use when supporting your child in their learning at home. 
 

How can I best support my child with reading? 

Although your child can read and may prefer to do this alone, it is important that they are 

still listened to by an adult.  This allows for any unfamiliar vocabulary to be discussed and 

the chance for your child to talk about what they have read.  Reading is more than the 

decoding of words and it is important that they practise their reading skills.  In Key Stage 2, 

we use Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explain, Retrieve and Summarise (VIPERS) to 

develop their reading skills.  On the inside front cover are some example VIPERS questions 

you can ask your child during and after they have read. 

       
 

     
 

These responses can be recorded by you or your child in their Reading Record (see some 

examples below).  We ask that this happens four times a week.   

 



 

How can I help my child enjoy reading? 

Some children find an author or a genre of book early on that they enjoy and it inspires 

them to want to read often.  For some children, this can take a little longer.  It is important 

that children explore a range of reading materials, this can include audio books, graphic 

novels and magazines.  A trip to the library is a great place to start, where your child 

might select a book to read themselves and one to be read to them as a bedtime story.  

Reading is a lifelong skill so any way that they can be encouraged to read for pleasure 

will always help.  Please see the tube map which shares a range of books your child may 

like to try during the year. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may also like to explore the links to some of the recommended book lists. 

 

Year 5 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-5 

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/year5 

https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/lists/35/Year-5-age-9-10 

 

Year 6 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-6 

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/year6 

https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/lists/36/Year-6-age-10-11 

 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-5
https://www.thereaderteacher.com/year5
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/lists/35/Year-5-age-9-10
https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-6
https://www.thereaderteacher.com/year6
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/lists/36/Year-6-age-10-11


How can I support my child with spelling? 

As a school, we use Spelling Shed as a way for children to practise their spellings.  When 

using Spelling Shed at home, I would always recommend your child working their way up 

through the levels of difficulty.  The levels, from easy to extreme, allow your child the 

chance to spot patterns and practise the rule.  In school, we discuss the patterns we see 

and the rule that might apply to help them.  We also use multi-sensory ways to practise.  

There are some ideas you can use below. 

 
 

We will also explore the meanings of words and word families.  In class, we have begun to 

use the sheet below to help us develop our understanding of particular words. 

 

 



How can I support my child with Maths? 

We continue to use Times Tables Rockstars as our main way to develop our multiplication and fact families knowledge.  There are a 

range of games that can be played to help develop their understanding.  A favourite of many is challenging other children and 

teachers in the Rockslam section on the website.  There are other ways your child can practise their times tables as well as other 

Maths skills.  This could be through board games or playing some of the games on the sites listed below. 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk              https://mathsframe.co.uk          http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/maths/index.html 
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My child says very little about what they do at school.  How can I find out more and help 

them to share? 

On Class Dojo, as well as on the Falcon class page on the website, there are regular 

updates and pictures of the children engaged in their learning.  These pictures and videos 

are a great way to learn more about your child’s learning experiences and can help 

spark conversations about this at home.   

 

 

 

 

What did you 

have to do for this 

activity? 

How did you 

know that the  

symbol was a 9? 

What helped 

you to solve 

this? 

What is the 

book about? 

Which was part was your 

favourite and why? 

I wonder what 

might happen 

next.  What do you 

think? 


