Mary Newman: LEA Foundation Governor and Link Governor for SEN
We moved to Doulting in 1979, since when I have been actively involved in the life of the village, including, among other things, in the church, as co-producer and director for 18 years of the annual village concert and currently as Chair of the Glebeland Community Area working party committee and Doulting Village Hall Committee.  I am also a founder member of the Beacon Hill Society.

Both our daughters started school in the old St. Aldhelm’s building in School Lane (2 classrooms, a yard and a hut up in the field!).

Before retirement, I was a teacher of English at Whitstone for 22 years and also a year head.  Before that for 6 years I taught both History and English at the Blue School.  

As a retired teacher I am convinced of the importance of encouraging children to discover the joy of reading for pleasure, of striving to give them the confidence and skills to explore – “to get mud between the toes” – to question constructively and to reflect in collaboration with others.  The nurturing of children’s imagination is also, in my view, an essential element in their wider education, as is the encouragement to care for others and for the environment.  I consider myself very fortunate to be a governor in a school where all of this can be found.

